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Ephemeron-worm. n.f. [from s^ov and worm, j A fort 
of worm that li\ies but a day. 

Swammerdam obferves of the cphcmcron-worms , that their 
food is clay, and that they make their cells of the fame. Dcrb. 

Ephod. n.f [."PDVj A fort of ornament worn by the 
Hebi ew pried s. That worn by the high. pried was richly 
compofed ot gold, blue, purple, crimfon, and twidecl cot- 
ton ; and upon the part which came over his two lhouiders, 
were two large precious dones, upon which were engraven 
the names of the twelve tribes of Ifrael, upon each done fix 
names W here the ephod eroded the high pried’s bread:, 
was a fquare ornament, called the bread-plate ; in which 
twelve precious dones were fet, with the names of the twelve 
tribes of Ifrael engraved on them, one on each done. The 
ephods worn by the other prieds were only of plain linen. 

Cal met. 

He made the ephod of gold, blue, and purple, and fcarlet, 
and dne twined linen. £x. xxxix. 2. 

Array’d in ephods ; nor fo few 
As are thofe pearls of morning dew, 

Which hang on herbs and dowers. Sandys's Paraphr. 

Epic. adj. [epicus, Eatin ; ircoc J Narrative; comprifing nar- 
rations, not adfed, but rehearfed. It is ufually fuppofed to 
be heroick, or to contain one great a£tion atchieved by a 
hero. 

Holmes, whofe name fhall live in epic fong. 

While mufic numbers, or while verfe has feet. Dryden. 
7' he epic poem is more for the manners, and the tragedy 
for the paffions. Dryden . 

From morality they formed that kind of poem and fable 
which we call epic. Popes View of Epic Poems. 

Epice'dium. n.J. [ emxvoics J An elegy; a poem upon a fu- 
neral. 

You from above fhall hear each day 
One dirge difpatch’d unto your clay ; 

7'hefe, your own anthems, fliall become 

Your lading epicedium. Sandys's PaVaphrafe . 

E PICURE, n. J. [ epicureus, Latin. J A follower of Epicurus ; 
a man given wholly to luxury. 

Then dy falfe thanes. 

And mingle with the Englifli epicures. Shakefp. Macbeth. 
7'he epicure buckles to dudy, when fhame, or the defire to 
recommend himfelf to his midrefs, fhall make him uneafy in 
the want of any fort of knowledge. Locke. 

EprcURE'AN. n. f [ epicureus , Latin.] One who holds the 
phyfiological principles of Epicurus. 

The Platonids have their foul of the world, and the Epi- 
cureans their foul of the world, and the Epicureans their endea- 
vour towards motion in their atoms when at red. Locke. 

Epicurean, adj. Luxurious; contributing to luxury. 

Tie up the libertine in a field of feads, 

Keep his brain fuming ; epicurean cooks, 

Sharpen with cloylefs fauce his appetite. Shak.Ant. and Chop. 
What a damn’d epicurean rafeal is this ! Shakcfpcare. 

Epicu'rism. 7 i. f [from epicure .] Luxury; fenfual enjoy- 

ment; grofs pleafure. 

Here you do keep a hundred knights and fquires; 

Men fo diforder’d, fo debauch’d and bold, 

7'hat this our court, infeeded with their manners, 

Shews like a riotous inn ; epicurifm and lud 
Make it a tavern or a brothel. Shakcfpeare’s King Lear. 
There is not half fo much epicurifm in any of their mod 
dudied luxuries, as a bleeding fame at their mercy. 

Government of the Tongue , f 6. 
Some good men have ventured to call munificence, the 
greated fenfuality; a piece of epicurifm. Calamys Sermons. 

Epicy'cle. n.f. [e©» and xbx*<&.] A little circle whofe center 
is in the circumference of a greater; or a fmall orb, which, 
being fixed in the deferent of a planet, is carried along with 
its motion ; and yet, with its own peculiar motion, carries the 
body of the planet fadened to it round about its proper 
center. Harris. 

Irt regard of the epicycle , or Iefier orb, wherein it moveth, 
the motion of the moon is various and unequal. Brown. 

Gird the fphere 

With centric and eccentric, fcribbl’d o’er ; 

Cycle and epicycle , orb in orb. Milton' s Paradife Lojl , b. viii. 

Epicy'cloid. n.f. [}v nkvx^oeih;.] A curve generated by the 
revolution of the periphery of a circle along the convex or 
concave part of another circle. Harris. 

EpIDE'mICAL. 7 r n r j ^ -i 

xr / >«. /. [eto» and 

Epidemick. ) J L J 

i. That which falls at once upon great numbers of people, as 
a plague. 

It was conceived hot to be an epidemick difeafe, but to pro- 
ceed from a malignity in the conditution of the air, gathered 
by the predifpofitions of feafon?. . Bacon's Henry VII. 

As the proportion of acute and epidemical difeafes lhcws the 
aptnefs of the air to fudden and vehement imprefiions, fo the 
chronical difeafes (hew the ordinary temper of the place. 

Graunt's Bills of Mortality. 
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2. Generally prevailing; afFeaing great numbers. 

The more epidemical and prevailing this evil l s a 
honourable are thofe who fhine as exceptions ? 

He ought to have been bufied in lofing 
other amufements equally laudable and epidem.k 
Ions or honour. o Pf r * 

3. General; univerfal. 

They’re citizens o’ th’ world, they’re all in all • 

Scotland’s a nation epidemical. At. , 

Epidf/rmis. n.f [i The fcarf-fkin of TZS' 
bodv. uns 

EPIGRAM, n.f [epigrawma, Latin.] A fhort poem term! 
nating in a point. T uni " 

A college of witcrackers cannot flout me out of mv h 
mour: do’dthou thinklcare for a fatire or an epigram f Ski 

W hat can be more witty than the epigram of Moore uno 
the name of Nicolaus, an ignoranc phyiician, that had been 
the death of thoufands ? Peacham of Poetry 

I writ . h 

An epigram that boads more truth than wit. 

EpIGRAMMA'tICAL. ? r . . 

Epigramma'tick. \ ad P VWg™mmaticus, Latin.] 

1. Dealing in epigrams ; writing epigrams. 

Our good epigrammatical poet, old Godfrey of Winchefter 
thinketh no ominous forefpeaking to lie in names. Camden \ 

2 . Suitable to epigrams ; belonging to epigrams. 

He is every where above conceits of 'epigrammaiick wit and 
grofs hyperboles : he maintains majedy in the midd of pfeitf- 
nefs; he fhines, but glares not; and is datcly, without am- 
bition. . . rfddifon. 

He has none of thofe little points and puerilities that arefo 
often to be met with in Ovid ; none of the epigrummtickiUtth 
. of Lucan ; none of thofe (welling fentiments which are fo 
frequent in Statius and Claud ian ; none of thofe mixt embel- 
lifhments of Taflo'. Add ] on's Spectator, N°. 279. 

Epigra'mm atist. n.f [from epigram.] One who writes or 
deals in epigrams. 

A jed upon a poor wit, at fird might have had an cpi- 
grammatiji for its father, and been afterwards gravely under- 
dood by fome painful collector. Pope. 

Such a cudomer the epigrammatic Martial meets withal, 
one who, after he had walked through the faired dreet twice 
or thrice, cheapening jewels, plate, rich hangings, came away 
with a wooden difh. Peacham on Blazoning 

EpFgraphe. n.f. [imy^uiph.] An infeription on a datue. Dili. 

EPILEPSY, n.f [e® An convulfion, or conVulfive mo- 
tion of the whole body, or of fome of its parts, w'ith a lofs 
of fenfe. A convulfive motion happens when the blood, or 
nervous fluid, runs into any parts with fo great violence, that 
the mind cannot redrain them from attraction. Quincy, 
My lord is fell into an epilepfy : 

This is the fecond fit. Shak. Othello. 

Melancholy didempers are deduced from fpirits drawn from 
that cacochymia ; the phrenitis from cholerick fpirits, and the 
epilepfy from fumes. Floytr on the Humours. 

Epile'ptick. adj. [from epilepfy.’] Convulfed; difeafed with 
an epilepfy. 

A plague upon your epileptick vifage ! 

Smile you my fpeeches, as I were a fool ? Shakef. K. Lear. 

Epilepticks ought to breathe a pure air, unaffected with any 
Reams, even fuch' as are very fragrant. Arbuthnot on Diet. 

E'pilogue. n.f [epifdgus, Latin.] The poem or fpeech at the 
end of a play. 

Jf it be true that good wine needs no bulb, ’tis true that a 
good play needs no epilogue ; yet to good wine they do ufe goo 
buflaes, and good plays prove the better by the help of g°° 
epilogues . Shakcfpearc's As you like it. 

Are you mad, you dog ; 

I am to rife and fpeak the epilogue. Dryden' s Tyran. Love. 

Epiny'ctis. n.f [inTin ;*?»?.] A fore at the corner of the eye. 

The epinyCiis is of the bignefs of a lupin, of a dulky re , 
and fometimes of a livid and pale colour, with great in am 
mation and pain : it difehargeth fird a fanies or 00 ■> 
matter. 

Epi'phany. n.f A church feftival, cek ta 

the twelth day after Chridmas, in commemoration 0 
Saviour’s being manifeded to the world, by the appearan 
a miraculous blazing dar, which conducted the 
place where he was. 

Epiphone'ma. n.f. [impu^oc.] An exclamation 

five fentence not clofely conneCIed with the wor s or 0 & 

I know a gentleman, who made it a rule in rea 
over all fentences where he fpied a note of admiratio 
end. I believe, if thofe preachers who aboum m e , P ^ 
would but look about them, they would find one pa- 
congregation out of countenance, and the ot ier a 1C , ’ t h e y 
perhaps an old female beggar or two in the llles , w > 
be fincere, may probably groan at the fount . 

Epi'phora. n.f. {i^oL \ An inflammation of^P 
but more efpecially a defluxion of humours o p] arr is. 

, Epiphyixo'spi^:^^ oUS ' 






Did. 

a conclu- 


E P I 

Epiph yllospe ; rmous. adj. [from M, and 

Is applied to plants that bear their feed on the back part 01 the 
leaves, being the lame with capillaries. / Y 7 /' 5 ’ 

Fpi'physis. n.f. [l7rf(pv(Tig.] Accretion; the part added by 
accretion ; one bone growing to another by limple contiguity, 
without any proper articulation. Qittncy. 

The epiphyfis of the os femoris is a didinCl bone from it in 
a child, whereas in a man they do entirely unite. Wtfmm. 
Epi'ploce. n.f. [ettittAoxii.] A figure oi rhetorick, by w 11 c 
one aggravation, or driking circumdancc, , is added in due 
o-radatton to another ; as, he not only [pared his enemies, but con- 
tinued them in employment ; not only continued, but advanced 

Episcopacy, n.f. Latin .] The government of 

bilhops ; the government of the church edablifhed by tb 

^ They durd not conted with the aflembly in jurifdicdion ; 
fo that there was little more than the name of epijcopacy pre- 
ferw-'d Clarendon. 

° Prelacy itfelf cannot be proved by prefeription, fince epif - 
copr.cy is not preferibed by any time whatfoever. Ay lip s Dar. 
EpVscopal. adj. [from epifeopus , Latin.] 

1. Belonging to a bifhop. - 

1'he apodle commands Titus not only to be a pattern of 
(rood works himfelf, but to ufe his epifcopal authority in ex- 
horting every rank and order of men. Rogers s Sermons. 

2. Veded in a bifhop. 

The plot of difciphne fought to ere£I a popular authority 
of elders, and to take away 'epifcopal jurifdi6tion. Hooker . 

Episcopate, n.f [ epifeopatus , Latin.] A bidiopnck; the 
office and dignity ot a bifhop. 

ETISODE. nff [ettiVw^.] An incidental narrative, or di- 
greffion in a poem, feparable from the main lubjeCt, yet 

rifing naturally from it. 

The poem, which we have now under our confideration, 
hath no other epifodes than fuch as naturally anfe from the 
fubjeft. ‘ . . Addi fons Spectator. 

Episo'dical. 7 adj. [from epifode.] Contained in an epifode ; 
Episo'dick. ) pertaining to an epifode. 

Epifodical ornaments, Rich as defcriptions and narrations, 
were delivered to us from the obfervations of Aridotle. Dryd. 

I difeover the difference between the epifodick , and principal 
aaion, as well as the nature of epifodes. Notes on the Odyjfcy. 
Epispa'stick. n.f [eVi and airdu.] 

1. Drawing. . . r 

2. Buffering. This is now the more frequent, though lefs pro- 
per fenfe. 

The matter ought to be folicited, by all poffible methods, to 
the lower parts, by fomentations, bathing,, epifpajlicks , and 
blidering. Arbuthnot on Diet. 

EPI'STLE. n.f [sTTiroAi] A letter. This word is feldom 
ufed but in poetry, or on occafions of dignity and folemnity. 
When loofe epijlles violate chade eyes. 

She half confents, who filently denies. Dryden . 

Epistolary, adj. [from epijlle . ] 

Relating to letters; fuitable to letters. 

Tranfa<9ted by letters. 

I fhall carry on an epijlolary correfpondence between the two 
heads. Addi fen s Guardian, hi • 1 14* 

EpiStler. n.f. [from epijlle.] A fcribbler of letters. 
Epitaph, n . /. [iirfloctyio.] An infeription upon a tomb. 

Live dill, and write mine epitaph. Sbakefpeare. 
Some thy lov’d dud in Parian dones enfhrine, 1 

Others immortal epitaphs defign ; A 

With wit, and drength, that only yields to thine Smith. ) 
Epithal a'mium. n.J. [ £7rl 3'aAa j a^ J . ] A nuptial long; 
a compliment upon marriage. 

I prefume to invite you to thefe facred nuptials : the 
epithalamium fung bv a crowned mule. Sandys's Paraphrafe. 

The forty-fifth plalm is an epithalamium to Chrid and tne 
church, or to the lamb and his fpoufe. Burnet. 

E / piti-iem. n.j. [tTr&Yi[Aoc.] A liquid medicament externally 
applied. 

Epithcms , or cordial applications, are judly applied unto 
the left bread. Brown > Vulgar Err ours, b iv. c. 1. 

Cordials and epithems are alfo necedary, to refid the putre- 
fadion and drengthen the vitals. Wifcmards Surgery. 

E'pithet. n f. [ETnfff-roy.] 


1 . 

2. 


An ad]e6live denoting any quality good or bad : as, the ver- 
dant grove, the craggy mountain’s lofty head. 

I affirm with phlegm, leaving the epithets of falfe, fcan- 
dalous and villainous to the author. Swift. 

It is ufed by fome writers improperly for title , name. 

The epithet of fhades belonged more properly to the dark- 
nefs than the refrefhment. Decay of Piety. 

It is ufed improperly for phrafe. exprejfon. 

For which of my good parts did you fird differ love for me? 
— Suffer love! a good epithet: Ido fuller love indeed; for I 
love thee againd my will. Shakefpeare . 

EPITOME, n.f ( iiriTopT}. ] Abridgment; abbreviature; 
compendious abdraft ; compendium. 

This is a poor epit r me of your’s. 


Which, by th’ interpretation of full time, 

May ihew like all yourlelf. Shake yean s Cmc.mut. 

Epitomes are helpful to the memory, and ot good private 
ufe but fet forth for publick monuments, accufe the ih- 
duftrious writer.- of delivering much impertmency. Wottm. 

I think it would be well, if there were a ihort and plain 
epitome made, containing the chief and 

Such abftraSs and epitomes may be reviewed in their proper 
places. Watts' s Improvement of the Mind. 

To Epi'tomise. v.a. [from epitome.] 

1. To abdraa ; to contrad into a narrow fpace. 

Who did the whole world’s foul contract, and drove 

Into the glades of your eyes ; 

So made fuch mirrours and luch fpies. 

That they did all to you epitomife. Lonne. 

2. Lefs properly, to diminidi ; tocuitail. . 

We have epitemifed many particular words, to the detriment 
of our tongue. ' Addifon's Spectator, N . ^ 35- 

Epi'tomISER. 7 n.f [frCm epitomife.] Ail abridger; an ab- 
Fpi'tomist. 5 draper ; a writer of epitomes. 

E'poch. \n.f[isroyf ] The time at which a new cornpu- 
E'pocha. J tation is begun; the time from which dates aie 

numbered. . , 

Mofes didinSly fets down this account, computing by cer- 
tain intervals, memorable aeras and epoch as , or terms of time. 

Browti's Vulgar Errours, b.x 1. c. 1. 
Thefe are the practices of the world, fince the year fixty ; 
the grand epoch of falfhood, as well as debauchery. Scut o. 
Some lazy ages, lod in deep and eafe. 

No a£tion leave to bufy chronicles ; 

Such whofe fupine felicity but makes 

In dory chafms, in epochas midakes. ^ Dryden. 

Their feveral epochas or beginnings, as from tne creation of 
the world, from the flood, from the fird olympiad, from the 
building of Rome, or from any remarkable pailage ©r acci- 
dent, give us a pleafant profpecl into the hidories of anti- 
quity and of former ages. Holder on Time. 

Time is always reckoned from fome known parts ot this 
fenfible world, and from fome certain epochs marked out to us 
by the motions obferveable in it. Locke. 

Time, by neceffity compel’d, (ball go 
Through feenes of war, and epochas ot woe. Prior. 

Epo'de .n.f. [Era-cod©- 5 .] The danza following the drophe and 
antidrophe. 

Epopee, n.f [t 7 ro 7 rolnx,..] An epick or heroick poem. 

Tragedy borrows from the epopee, and that which borrows 
is of lefs dignity, hecaufe it has not of its own. Dryd. Virgil. 
Epula / tion t . n.f [cpulatio, Latin.] Banquet; fead. 

Contented with bread and water, when he would dine with 
Jove, and pretended to epuLaiion, he deiired r.o other addition 
than a piece of checfe. Brown's Vulgar Errours, b. vii . c. 17. 
Epulo'tick. n.j. [EraouAcoTix© 5 .] A cicatriling medicament. 
7’he ulcer, incarned with common farcoticks, and the ulce- 
rations about it, were cured by ointment of tuty, and fuch 
like epuloticks. Wijeman of Inflammation. 

Equ ability. n f [from tquable.] Equality to itlelf ; even- 
nefs; uniformity. 

For the celedial bodies, the equability and condancy of 
their motions argue them ordained by Wifdom. Ray. 

The equability of the temperature of the air rendered the 
Afiaticks lazy. Arbuthnot on Air. 

E'QUABLE, adj. [ecquabilis, Latin.] Equal to itfelf ; even ; 
uniform in refpecl to form, motion, or temperature. 

He would have the vad body of a planet to be as elegant 
and round as a factitious globe reprefents it ; to be every where 
fmooth and equable, and as plain as elyfian fields. Bentley. 

Nothing abates acrimony of the blood more than an equable 
motion of it, neither too fwift nor too flow ; for too quick a 
motion produceth an alkaline, and too flow an acid acri- 
mony. Arbuthnot on Diet. 

E'quably. aclv. [from equable.] Uniformly; in the fame 
tenour ; evenly ; equally to itfelf. 

If bodies move equably in concentrick circles, and the 
fquares of their periodical times be as the cubes of their dis- 
tances from the common center, their centripetal forces will 
be reciprocally as the fquares of the di dances. Cheyne . 

E / qual. adj. [aqualis, Latin.] 

1. Like another in bulk, excellence, or any other quality that 
admits comparifon ; neither greater nor lefs ; neither worfe 
nor better. 

If thou be among great men, make not thyfelf equal with 

Ecclufl. xxxii. 9. 

Equal lot 


May join us; equal joy, as equed love. Milton's Par. Lojl. 
Although there were no man in the world to take notice of 
it, every triangle would contain three angles equal to two 
right angles. Hale's Origin of Mankind. 

2. Adequate to any purpofe. 

The Scots truded not their own numbers, as equal to fight 
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